Landowner Habitat Restoration Program
Application for Habitat Restoration Assistance
The Landowner Habitat Restoration Program was developed to assist landowners in maintaining, enhancing and restoring habitat by implementing restoration projects on their property.  The program targets landowners in the established Greenway throughout Erie County and Niagara County, particularly on waterfront who have lost the integrity of shorelines through loss of forested habitat.  Maintaining a forest buffer along rivers, streams and creeks reconnects the lost riparian corridor and improves the water quality for the health of the waterways.

The eligibility requirements to enter into the Habitat Restoration Program include:
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The property must be located along a waterfront on the Buffalo or Niagara Rivers and tributaries (streams and creeks) that encompass the Greenway. (Please refer to the Greenway map).  Projects on property outside the Greenway will not be considered. 

2. The landowner must consent to an agreement with Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER to help provide financial or in-kind contribution toward the project and commit to long term preservation and maintenance. 

3. The landowner must be willing to commit to plants native to the Western New York region.

4. The site should be relatively visible in the community.

5. The landowner must allow limited and scheduled viewing of completed restoration projects to outside parties for reference points and educational purposes.

6. The purpose of this program is to reduce erosion and provide habitat for wildlife, not landscaping services to homeowners.  The landowner must be willing to allow riparian restoration (e.g. plantings of native trees and shrubs by streams, creeks, and rivers).  Other projects that may be considered include: rain gardens, shoreline stabilization with vegetation, “soft” restoration methods, meadows, and wetlands.

7. Private and public land will be considered.    
Management practices proposed in this application must improve and restore habitat along the waterfront area:

	Contact Information:
	 

	Landowner's Name
	Cooperator's Name

	
	

	
	

	Address:
	Address:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Home Phone:
	Home Phone:

	Work Phone:
	Work Phone

	Email:
	Email:

	Property Information:

	Estimated Waterfront Land Acreage/Area:

	If applicable Township and Range or GPS coordinates:

	Pertinent Information:

	Have you ever performed any habitat restoration or enhancement projects on your property?

	Do you mow up to the edge of waterfront on your property? And if so would you be willing to host a restoration project?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Describe any erosion control issues on your property?

	

	

	

	

	Are there any invasive plant infestations (knotweed, phragmites etc.)?

	Have there ever been any rare or threatened species observed on your property?



	

	List of goals you want for your property:

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Any other comment or suggestions that might qualify you for a habitat restoration project?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	Landowner Signature:
	Date:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Application Instructions:

Landowner’s Name: This is the legal landowner of the property. If more than one person owns the property, or the application encompasses multiple properties, indicate the primary contact person.
Cooperator’s Name: In some cases, someone other than the landowner is requesting RIVERKEEPER assistance for the property. For example, a family member or renter may be responsible for managing the property. If so, list the name of that person here. With the permission of the landowner, RIVERKEEPER will work directly with that cooperator.
Address, Phone, Email: Complete this information for both the landowner and cooperator (if applicable). Add an email address if available. Your email address will not be shared, but it will help us keep Program participants up to date with information and provide a means for quicker response to questions.
*Property Information: This is only a rough estimate of the potential acreage or area along the shoreline between property borders that could be used for restoration.  In an ideal situation a forested buffer* measures 50’-100’ on the property from the waterway and across the length of the shoreline.  Further determinations will be made if property is selected based on these qualifications.  Please provide location if applicable.  
Pertinent Information:  Please answer all questions with the best of your knowledge and abilities.  This will help determine if your property qualifies and help us get a general sense of the property itself.  

*If applicable please send us any pictures you may have of the property, preferably taken during the spring and summer months, via snail mail or email.  
*A forested buffer may not be a requirement on your property due to site limitability.  Other restoration efforts such as shoreline stabilization, rain gardens, and meadows could be implemented.  However, forested buffers are a high priority for the program.  

Send application via snail mail or email:  Buffalo Niagara RIVERKEEPER 1250 Niagara St.  Buffalo, NY 14222 Attn: Zeb Strickland 

Email: zstrickland@bnriverkeeper.org 
Habitat Restoration Program Review and Award Process:

All applications will be reviewed to determine if the proposed site meets the eligibility criteria for restoration.  Eligible applications are those that meet all of the eligibility criteria listed on the front of the application.  
Proposed projects will be prioritized based on the feasibility of the site in general.  Applications will be evaluated based on factors such as: erosion and invasive plant feasibility, rare and threatened resident species, suitability for habitat improvement, visibility to the community, and other factors not specified.
Priority sites will be given to those landowners that are visible to the community and are able to reconnect lost riparian corridors.

Applicants selected for assistance will be contacted by RIVERKEEPER staff to discuss their project, develop a management plan, and arrange an agreement with terms and conditions between the landowner and RIVERKEEPER.

There will be 20-25 projects in 3 years. Eligible applicants that were not selected the first year will be kept on file and may be selected the following years.    

[image: image1]
PAGE  
1

[image: image3.jpg]


