BUFFALO NIAGARA
WATERKEEPER

Eomerald
Evening

@ BUFFALO AKG ART MUSEUM
MAY 21

BNWATERKEEPER.ORG/EMERALDEVENING



Water Quality Protection

Waterway Access

Climate and Coastal Resiliency

Community Engagement

Scajaquada Creek

About Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper

Just like our region, Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper’s story is one of triumph
over adversity, commitment and persistence in the face of nearly
insurmountable challenges, and revitalization. Our organization has
worked tirelessly for the last three decades, and with many partners, to
bring the Buffalo River back to life. It’s a tremendous, largely untold
success story that played an integral role in the city’s resurgence and
renaissance in recent years.

Our mission going forward is to work to achieve the same success for our
other waterways. From restoring the highly impaired yet historically and
culturally significant Scajaquada Creek, to transforming our degraded
banks into living shorelines, engaging WNY’s youth in hands-on
experiences in their natural world, monitoring our water quality and
working to keep pollutants out of it, enhancing public access to our
waterways and protecting our precious headwaters, our work doesn’t end.

Today, we are managing over 70 construction projects, community
engagement programs and state and federal advocacy campaigns to
ensure clean water for our families and for future generations.



PARTNERING
FOR A VIBRANT
FUTURE.

POWERED
BY PARTNERSHIP.

Learn more about our community
engagement efforts. MCH’S
@




Welcome to
Emerald Evening

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS
OF PROTECTING OUR
FRESH WATER
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BUFFALO NIAGARA
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On behalf of all of us at Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper, we are thrilled to
welcome you to Emerald Evening!

Thirty-five years ago, Buffalo’s waterfront was highly polluted, declared
biologically dead and labeled as one of 40 Great Lakes Areas of
Concern by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The city’s
economy was struggling, buildings were abandoned, and people were
leaving our community in droves. However, during this time a small
group of concerned citizens who loved their community and envisioned
a cleaner and more accessible waterfront banded together to form the
volunteer group, Friends of the Buffalo River. It was a watershed
moment.

Thirty-five years later, from the early leadership and advocacy of the
“Friends” to Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper (BNW), that dream is being
realized. After massive efforts on the part of BNW and its partners to
clean up the Buffalo River and restore the habitats, shorelines and
access points, Buffalo now sits on a vibrant, activated and healthier
waterfront. Cleaning up our waterway was the spark Buffalo’s economy
needed to turn from Rust to Blue™, and with it, a city came back to life.
BNW has been recognized internationally for this historic and
collaborative transformation, but we know we couldn't do it without this
community.

Yours for Clean Water,

Jill Jedlicka
Executive Director & WATERKEEPER



Finger Lakes wines
From sustainable farms

ISONTA

Tastings by @pp@inﬁ}'ﬁh; s g

WWAW.usenicwine.com

FRESH WATER

MANY THANKS TO JON
AND ERIN POWERS FOR

SUPPORTING
EMERALD EVENING
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Thanks to everyone who donated
to our Anniversary Auction

5 WITS BUFFALO

ABINO MILLS

ALLEN BURGER VENTURE

ALLEYWAY THEATRE

ANDERSON'S

AQUARIUM OF NIAGARA

AURA SALT CAVE & WELLNESS

AURORA THEATRE

BECKER FARMS

BILL & JOAN DUTTON

BISON BOTANICS

BORDERLAND MUSIC + ARTS FESTIVAL

BUFFALO & ERIE COUNTY
BOTANICAL GARDENS

BUFFALO BISONS

BUFFALO HARBOR CRUISES

BUFFALO MUSEUM OF SCIENCE

BUFFALO REGENERATIVE

BUFFALO SABRES

BUFFALO SKI CLUB

BUFFALO ZOO

BURCHFIELD PENNY

CANDYMAN PIZZA

CASTELLANI ART MUSEUM

CITY WINE

CLAY HANDS POTTERY

COLVIN CLEANERS

CONFER PLASTICS

DARWIN MARTIN HOUSE

DASH'S MARKET

DAWN CODY

DELTA SONIC

DORNEY PARK & WILDWATER KINGDOM

DOUBLETREE INN NIAGARA FALLS

EAGLE HOUSE

ED YOUNG'S HARDWARE

EIGHTEENMILE CREEK GOLF

ELIZABETH KOVACS

ELIZABETH LYNN DESIGNS

ERIE COUNTY PARKS

ERIN KOMOROWSKI

EXPLORE & MORE

EXPLORE BUFFALO

EXPLORE BUFFALO

FRESH CATCH SEAFOOD

GLOBE MARKET

GRAYCLIFF

HALF&HALF BOUTIQUE

HAMBURG PALACE THEATER

HERSCHELL CARROUSEL
FACTORY MUSEUM

HYDE PARK GOLF COURSE

IRISH CLASSICAL THEATRE
IRON WORKS
JEN FEE
JIM'S STEAKOUT
K:DARA NOODLE BAR
KAVINOKY THEATRE
KELLY MAYER
LAKES RIVERS STREAMS LLC
LIBBY FEE
LOCKPORT LOCKS AND
ERIE CANAL CRUISES
LONGHORN STEAKHOUSE
LUCILLE BALL DESI ARNAZ MUSEUM
MAID OF THE MIST
MARIE SMOLINSKI
MARKETSIDE RESTAURANT
MARK'S PIZZERIA
MATTHEW KINSLEY
MEREDITH A. BARTEK
MOTHER'S RESTAURANT
NAVAL & MILITARY PARK
NORTH RIDGE DISTILLERY
OLD FORT NIAGARA
OXFORD PENNANT
PARKSIDE MEADOW
PAULA'S DONUTS
PEARL STREET
PENN DIXIE
PENZEY'S
PETER CLANCEY
PIZZA PLANT
PREMIER GROUP
RALPH WILSON PARK CONSERVANCY
ROCHESTER MUSEUM &
SCIENCE CENTER
ROSS & CO.
ROYCROFT CAMPUS CORPORATION
RUSSELL'S STEAKS CHOPS & MORE
SALVATORE'S HOSPITALITY
SEED & STONE CIDERY
SIX FLAGS DARIEN LAKE
TALKING LEAVES
TEETH WHITENING SPECIALISTS
THE BUFFALO HISTORY MUSEUM
THE MAIN FRAME
THE NATIONAL COMEDY CENTER
THE ZAREMSKI FAMILY
TIM OTTERSON
USONIA WINES
VILLAGE FITNESS
VILLAGE PERFORMANCE CENTER
FITNESS & RECOVERY
WHIRLPOOL JET TOURS
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THIRTY-FIVE YEARS
OF PROTECTING OUR
FRESH WATER

ANNIVERSARY
ONLINE AUCTION

We have many incredible items available, featuring U.S. Open
courtside seats, jewelry, entertainment packages, artwork &
more. Get registered now to participate in the auction. All
Emerald Evening ticket holders have free access to the auction.

BIDDING ENDS TOMORROW MAY 22!

e Register online at the QR code

e Enter emerald35 at checkout for
free access

e Visit bnwaterkeeper.org/auction/
for more details
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:‘ BUFFALO NIAGARA
WATERKEEPER

sixIriags

DARIEN LAKE



New York Is A

Great Lakes State =
’ 21%

Our freshwater coastal environments

OF THE WORLD'S

are increasingly vulnerable as climate ARESLAENER

change causes declining ice coverage
and increased frequency of severe storms,
resulting in negative impacts on the water

quality and the surrounding ecosystems.

As a state with not just one, but two S
Great Lake shorelines, we are a 84%
dedicated guardian for the protection of
the entire Great Lakes which provides OF NORTH AMERICA'S
FRESHWATER
drinking water, recreational opportunities,
and unique and critical freshwater
habitats found in few places on the

planet.

The entire Great Lakes basin, including
Western New York, is connected to the 95%
ocean. Lake Superior, Michigan, and
Huron drain into Lake Erie, flow over bl e
Niagara Falls and into Lake Ontario and
then onward until finally reaching the

Atlantic Ocean.

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper’s
advocacy mission is to work with
partners, municipalities, and elected
official to ensure the health and
protection of New York State’s Great

BUFFALO NIAGARA
'WATERKEEPER

Lakes and shoreline ecosystems.
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Kristan Andersen Tracy Heneghan

Vice President Licensed Real Estate

Licensed Real Estate Broker Salesperson
¢ : 18

Erie County Department of

REAL ESTATE & INSURANCE SINCE 1864 Parks Recreation & Forestry
.@ ’

Y Courier Capital

Registered Investment Adviser Managed Print A Projects

DOCUMENT & TECHNOLOGY SOLLITIONS FOR BUSINESS ﬂ

Providing great local service
across Western & Central NY

Courier Capital
is proud to support
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
and their commitment
of protecting our fresh water
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- (. 716-222-3998
_| % info@prizmtech.com
d 44 prizmtech.com B

For more information contact us at:

—
.

1114 Delaware Avenue
Buffalo, New York 14209

(800) 783-1086 ), BUFEALO NIAGARA
www.couriercapital.com Proud supporter of %E WATERKEEPER

Disclosure

Courier Capital, WL [*Courier”] is an $8C registered investmant adviser located in
Bufale, MY, Jamestown, NY, and Rochester, NY. For infarmation about Courier
imclisding registration, foos and services, please contact Courker or rofer to
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Awards

Brian Higgins

Lifetime Achievement Recognition

It didn't take much to recruit Brian to join the Friends of the
Buffalo River - the precursor to Buffalo Niagara
Waterkeeper - in 1989 as a founding board member. A
member of the Buffalo Common Council representing
South Buffalo, Brian instinctively understood the potential
that the environmental restoration of the Buffalo River

and the city’s waterfront would have towards

revitalizing the community.

From day one, Brian was active in the group, helping organize meetings, joining clean up
events, and advocating for improvements along the waterfront. His participation and
support provided the Friends group with the prestige it needed to grow and advance its
work while building and cultivating relationships with communities along the Buffalo River.
As Brian moved on to the New York State Assembly and then to Congress, he staunchly
advocated for federal and state dollars to support waterfront revitalization.

For over 19 years, Brian served as a member of Congress, maintaining a focus on targeted
initiatives which addressed the needs and leveraged the strengths unique to the Western
New York community. His leadership secured a $279 million federal relicensing settlement
that has made redevelopment of Buffalo's waterfront possible. Brian’s work on the House of
Representatives Budget and Ways and Means Committees saw cancer research and
infrastructure projects receive a major boost in federal investments. As a member of the
Foreign Affairs and Homeland Security Committees. Brian participated in high level
international discussion during his travels to Ireland, Iraq, Afghanistan, Sudan, Israel, Russia
and two dozen additional countries around the world.

A member of the Congressional Arts Caucus and the author of federal Historic Tax Credit
legislation, Brian has long recognized the social and economic value of investments in the
environment, preservation, and culture. He now serves as President & CEO of Shea's
Performing Arts Center, where he aims to position the three-theatre campus to sustain and
grow its century-long tradition of delivering exceptional experiences and top performances
to theatre goers while preserving the institution’s historic character and building on the
theatre’s foundational standing in WNY.

Brian started off as a close friend, and Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper has been honored to
maintain that friendship over the decades.
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The J nston
Family Foundation

Supporting & Creating

Positive
Change




Awards

Deb Gondek

Mike Hamilton Award

For the past nine years, Deb has served on Buffalo Niagara
Waterkeeper's Board of Directors. She was board chair

from 2018 to 2020 and actively participated on several
committees during her tenure. Deb’s work with Waterkeeper
gave her a new appreciation for the value of local
waterways - the Niagara River, Great Lakes and all the
creeks and streams within our watershed. She is a lifelong
learner and one of her favorite parts of board meetings
included staff presentations on current Waterkeeper projects.

Deb retired from Rich Products in 2017, where she worked for 17 years. Prior to that, she
held positions in a variety of industries - including medical, banking, and real estate. During
the first half of her career at Rich's, Deb was Director of Communication. In 2008, she was
named the company's first Director of Sustainability. In this role, she collaborated with
suppliers, customers, and associates at manufacturing facilities around the world to
determine which aspects of their business contributed most to climate change.
Subsequently, Deb developed an overall strategy to prioritize efforts and align company
goals to reduce emissions, conserve water, minimize waste, and sustainably source
ingredients. These initiatives improved corporate sustainability at Rich Products as well as
saved the company millions of dollars annually.

In 2021, Deb became a member of the North Tonawanda Climate Smart Communities Task
Force, a New York State program that helps local governments take action to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to a changing climate. In addition, Deb is a LEED
(Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) accredited professional, first applying green
building principles in the corporate world, and recently expanding to government and
communities.

In her free time, Deb enjoys biking, skiing, and early morning workouts with the November
Project group. She finds every opportunity to be outdoors with her two grandsons and
treasures time spent relaxing along Lake Erie's shoreline with her husband, Mike, and their
family in Crystal Beach, Ontario.

Even though she is no longer on the board, we can always count on Deb to be a
Waterkeeper supporter and to still be out there cleaning up the community, logging data
and advocating for all of our water.
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BankOnBuffalo is proud to support [ 8- T o
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeperand | o l I] Ill/

their efforts to protect and preserve p™

our fresh water for the past 35 years. [y

BankonBuffalo

A BIVTITON OF B8 LANE

www.BankOnBuffalo.bank

Anne E. Doebler, P.C isa
= nroud supporter of Buffalo
3 Niogara Waterkeeper

MEEMBER FDEC

"TRONCONISEGARRA
(A\SSOCIATES.

Certified Public Accountants -
Business Consultants Aligning brand & business.

EMPIRE BUILDING n
DIAGNOSTICS EBD
ULV 3s

Serving the Northeast
» Selective Demolition » Hydro Excavation
« Abatement « Shoring/Dismantlement
o Wrecking » Concrete Cutting/Coring
= Remediation
Albany Buffalo Syracuse
518.250.6486 716.685.4588 J15.362.1521

www.ebdinc.com




Dawn Cody

Yuri Hreshchyshyn Volunteer of the Year

Dawn's involvement with Buffalo Niagara
Waterkeeper began 25 years ago. Since then she
has participated in almost every annual Spring
Sweep, where you can typically find her as a site
captain on a waterway in her beloved

Niagara County.

Over the past 25 years, she has proven to

be one of the organization’s most loyal
volunteers and advocates. No matter the
opportunity, Waterkeeper has been able

to count on Dawn! She and her husband

Jim have been part of the Riverwatch Water
Quality Monitoring Program and she encouraged
her staff from Niagara County's Employment and Training Department to join a team-

building activity planting trees on Gill Creek. She removed invasive plants at the Hyde Park
Lake restoration site, mulched trees on Gill Creek, and put tree guards on newly planted
trees at Ellicott Park, but her favorite role is spreading the word about Waterkeeper!

A dedicated Volunteer Ambassador, Dawn has talked to hundreds and hundreds of people
at events on our behalf and we are grateful that she will continue this advocacy for years to
come. In addition, Dawn is a member of the Waterkeeper Board of Directors and is an active
member of the Advancement Committee.

Dawn is a dedicated community member whose career is rooted in making a difference in
the lives of others. For over 25 years, she was a vocational rehabilitation counselor at
Goodwill Industries, assisting adults with physical, mental, developmental, or emotional
disabilities to achieve greater independence and helping them get into or return to work.
Currently, Dawn is the working manager of the Youth Employment Programs and the
Disability Resources Employment program at Niagara County's Employment and Training
Department.

Dawn has been married to Jim, her self-described, “greatest supporter (and heavy stuff
carrier) in all things, including Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper activities,” for 35 years, and her
son Jay was her first Shoreline Sweep partner 25 years ago.

We at Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper are certainly better for Dawn'’s continued support
throughout the years!



THE DAVID & JOAN ROGERS
FOUNDATION IS A PROUD
SPONSOR OF BUFFALO
NIAGARA WATERKEEPER
AND FULLY SUPPORT THEIR
FISSLCONSTROVRRAIPECGT  AND
RESEROIR B OV R Tl
WEALER RESOURCES




BUFFALO NIAGARA
WATERKEEPER'

HOW WE WORK:

10-1 Historical
Leverage of Generosity

Local Philanthropy
Donations & Giving

Individuals
Foundations
Corporations

This 10-1 leverage of generosity
allows BNW to annually deliver over
60 programs and projects across
the Niagara River Watershed

4-1 Economic Investment
Back into the Community

N

Our most successful restoration initiative, the
Buffalo River, has drawn another 4-fold in economic
investment into our WNY community.

* 4x ADDITIONAL ECONOMIC IMPACT
*Economic Impacts of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative: 2018

RESTORE

PROTECT

OUR THANKS TO THE
JEDLICKA FAMILY FOR
SUPPORTING
EMERALD EVENING

Thank you! -

BUFFALD HIASARA
WATERKEEPER

bnwaterkeeper.org/
yelp-students




‘ Truly Inspiring

We salute Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper for their commitment to the
continued restoration of our waterways

Charles F. Kreiner, Jr.

Senior Vice President-Wealth Management
Financial Advisor

716-849-3830

charles.kreiner@ubs.com

Kreiner Financial Group

UBS Financial Services Inc.
250 Delaware Avenue, Suite 610
Buffalo, NY 14202
716-849-3830

888-235-1750

advisors.ubs.com/kreinergroup & UBS

@ UBS 2024. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/
SIPC. BO_04032024-1  Exp.: 043002025




HONORARY EVENT CHAIR:
CONGRESSMAN
TIMOLT PR MSKENNEDY

EMERALD COMMITTEE
JULIO ALVAREZ e MELISSA BALBACH e JENNA BRINKWORTH
PETER CLANCY & DAWN CODY e RICK GALAS
ERIN KOMOROWSKI .« LAURA MANGAN & MARY ANN ROGERS

HOSTED BY:
7 NEWS ANCHOR - JEFF RUSSO

MUSIC BY:
VIBRANT STRINGS
THE SIBLING TRIO GRACES ALL GENRES OF
MUSIC ON THEIR VIOLINS AND CAN BE
BOOKED FOR EVENTS AT
VIBRANTSTRINGS.COM

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR HONOR:

THE VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR AWARD WAS
NAMED AFTER LONGTIME COMMUNITY
ADVOCATE AND VOLUNTEER FOR BUFFALO
NIAGARA WATERKEEPER, YURI HRESHCHYSHYN.
SADLY, YURI PASSED AWAY THIS YEAR, BUT HIS
LEGACY OF ADVOCACY WILL LIVE ON.




The attorneys and staff of
Gross Shuman P.C.

congratulate

BURALD NG RA WATERKEETER

@ GROSS SHUMAN..

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

716.854.4300 | gross-shuman.com
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Corporate Law Labor & Employment
Personal Injury Estate Planning Litigation
Start-Ups Commercial Real Estate
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PROUD Tb SUPPORT |
BUFFALO NIAGARA WATERKEEPER

INSURANCE

EMPLOYEE BENEFITS Lawley

Lawley is grateful to Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper for their

incredible commitment to the restoration and protection of our
fresh waters, for today and for generations to come.

Congratulations on 35 years of remarkable service

lawleyinsurance.com
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A Local Firm

Safeguard.  withaWorld
P reserve of Knowledge.
| rtj tE; EE I - CTBK is proud Lo celebrale the

impact Buffalo Niagara
Walerkeeper has made in our
community over the last 35
years!

R

CannonDesign is proud to celebrate
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeepers

and its indelible legacy of
environmental stewardship. A
: ET K , ChiampouTravis
Besaw:Kershneru»

CTBK.com | (716) 630-2400

CANNONDESIGN
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StaffBuffalo
HEBuffalo

Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper and
ff on 35 incredible years of
ion for the Western New York Region!

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT THEIR HR NEEDS!

TALENT
STAFFING ACQUISITION HUMAN

At StaffButfalo we Cur Talent RESOURCES
provide efficient and Acquisition Team SERVICES
effective candidate offers additional
search and support for your
recruitment services. hiring neads! We
Our experiancad work with your
team takes the time internal staff to

to understand your croate, implement, s
CEEROCLAT T, el malain 2 driving business results.
expectations, and job strategic Talent

is to free our world from the fear, pain and e o Acquisition Plan. We We bring efficiant and

effective HR best

HRBuffalo provides
erganizations with
innavative, full-
spectrum HR solutions
to engage and mativate

: ensure that you get will position your
loss due to cancer — one act of compassion, e P e atien company te be in the L)

: z : the jab. running for high-level el
one breakthrough discovery, one life-changing tleathn .:;.': solutions to meet your
. 1 . = unique needs.
therapy at a time — until cancer is gone. G

practices and then

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AND SCHEDULE A MEETING TO
LEARN HOW WE CAN ENHANCE YOUR BUSINESS!

RoswellPark.org 716.262.9153. | 168 Humboldt Pkwy, Buffalo, NY
www.StaffBuffalo.com | www.HRBuffalo.com




Many Thanks

EMERALD EVENING SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS

ANNE DOEBLER PC

BANK ON BUFFALO

CANNON DESIGN

CHIAMPOU, TRAVIS, BESAW & KERSHNER LLP
COURIER CAPITAL

CREO451

CUSTOM MAID INC.

EMPIRE BUILDING DIAGNOSTICS
ERIE COUNTY PARKS DEPT.
FREEDOM BOAT CLUB OF BUFFALO
GROSS SHUMAN P.C.

GURNEY, BECKER & BOURNE

HR BUFFALO

IMPERIAL PIZZA

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES

JON AND ERIN POWERS

LABATT USA

LARKIN DEVELOPMENT GROUP

LAWLEY

M&T BANK

MARY ANN ROGERS

NOCO

PARKSIDE MEADOWS

PRIZM DOCUMENT AND TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS
RICH PRODUCTS

RIGIDIZED METALS

ROSWELL PARK COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER
SCOTT LAWYN YARD

THE DAVID & JOAN ROGERS FOUNDATION

THE JEDLICKA FAMILY

THE JOHNSTON FAMILY FOUNDATION

TRONCONI, SEGARRA & ASSOCIATES

UBS FINANCIAL SERVICES INC.

USONIA WINE CO.

THESE SPONSORS AND SUPPORT FROM DONORS ALL
YEAR ROUND ALLOW BUFFALO NIAGARA WATERKEEPER
TO CONTINUE PROTECTING OUR WATERWAYS AND
PROVIDING ACCESS FOR THE COMMUNITY.

S@PP, BUFFALO NIAGARA
%Z/ WATERKEEPER



" RIGIDIZED

METALS CORPORATION

Supporting Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper
in its ongoing mission to protect our
waterways.

Transforming together
for a greener tomorrow.

Our business is evolving alongside the communities we serve.
Join us in our journey towards a brighter, cleaner tomorrow.

NOCQ




YOUR
SUPPORT i
MAKES A .

CLEAN
FRESH
WATER

WE CAN'T DO THIS WORK OUR WATER.
WITHOUT YOUR SUPPORT. OUR FUTURE.

721 Main Street, Buffalo, NY 14203
Phone: 716.852.7483 )_
Fax: 716.885.0765 W
BUFFALO NIAGARA o
WATERKEEPER Email: info@bnwaterkeeper.org WATERKEEPER®ALLIANCE
BNWaterkeeper.org MEMBER



