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Agenda

e Introductions & Dinner

* Presentation
« BNW

+ 2025 In Review: Community Survey
Analysis, CAG Mapping Activity
results, Cheektowaga Feasibility Study
Public Comment

» Scajaquada Watershed Updates

 Anchor QEA and Highland
Planning
* Scope of Work
» Scajaquada Creek Existing Conditions
» 2026 Calendar

e Break Out Discussion

» Report back and next steps
« CAG/Partner Updates




Scajaquada Creek Watershed
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Rivers & Streams:

In the Combined Sewer Systems of Buffalo, rain and snowmelt (stormwater) flows directly into the sewer system via the
storm drain. That combined water flows to the Buffalo Sewer Authority where it is treated and discharged into the Niagara
River. During heavy rainfall. the system can reach its limit, causing Combined Sewer discharges of untreated water into
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Scajaquada Creek Restoration Plan

The SCRP will provide an overview of existing conditions and highlight
recommendations for ecological restoration in each section of the watershed.

Recommendations will include the dam removal at Peter St Park in the lower
section.

Other projects will be identified alongside the watershed community with
guidance from the Community Advisory Group — you! Projects could include
green infrastructure, identifying where data is needed to implement ecological
restoration, or evoking the creek through art & education.
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Ecological Restoration: An ongoing process of ecosystem

recovery from damage and/or degradation

Hardened Shoreline -> Native shoreline Grey -> Green infrastructure -> Evoking



2025 Scajaquada Community Survey Results

2024

«288 Community Members
Filled out the survey

*83% of participants live
within the watershed

*26% are NOT aware of
Scajaquada Creek (in their
neighborhood or not)

*03% answered yes, they
would like to see more trees,
plants and/or wildlife in
their neighborhood

2025

* 487 Community Members
Filled out the survey

*91% of participants live
within the watershed

*20% are NOT aware of
Scajaquada Creek (in their
neighborhood or not)

*909% answered yes, they
would like to see more trees,
plants and/or wildlife in
their neighborhood
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AG Mapping Activity Results — Lower/Daylit Section
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Green — Areas of current or future ecological restoration, public access or

education

+ Jesse Kregal Pathway: Mouth, S of Grant St, Japanese Gardens.

* Delaware Park at Hoyt
* Forest Lawn
* Square Community Garden

Pink - Areas of interest for study
« Jesse Kregal Pathway: Mouth, Grant Street
« Delaware Park at Hoyt
» Forest Lawn: Serenity Falls

. 33,1 Square Community Garden, American
Axle




CAG Mapplng Activity Results — Middle/Buried Section

[/ pr = Eu'&“’ AL T = ©) cambridge Child Care w 2 3 g = =
: @ 3 Parkinglot Z ¥ Langmeyer Ave = 2 3 S B 3 3 ?
R 57 = o 3 3 5 & g : 2 & S 5 2 o
oY A e - g 2 3 2 g g » > g 38 &
& 9 A 4 = g > » ' Kermit Ave £ “; 3 > 5. % *$ 2 2 =
E \ R4 © Appenheimer Ave > s & _ 2 s S § e T a a a §
& @ %, 3 'WNYHeroes Inc & E Delavan Ave  E Delavan Ave E Delavan Ave
Broe 31
HAMLIN PARK McDonald's g 9 g 7 s & ¥ = 33 % B
HISTORIC co E Delavan Ave 2 g £ 9 =| 3 i | 8¢ €5 |8 § &¢%5:
= o ] 3 = S sk
DISTRICT ’ g £ 7 2 £ 3 2| & 3 2 5 9 3 2 » 2 g g
& Ok fl;- T = K Viridi @ = T 5 & 2 = % Tirr
2 £ % 3 GRIDER z r g x4 E
% 0.9 ° Lol
Northland WorkNyfce ¢ sordfiifed g {62} Caribbean k
Training Center h""“ Pl LR T ] ol 1
onaldson Rd o Lang‘Ave & >
_ £ < s o & £ 8
Hamlin Rd = T Navel Ave ) . : Io 2 3 .% - |
= w x _ , < e ALOD @ ® T ]
- 5 co geslmyr! lair & o S ° - E 2 Vera Ave E
o . v Sunnlv erns A e e = -
bl vak &9 Scajaquada St eauty supply § B AR LTRSS 5 £
= Buflovak @ 129 I Bowling Center o 23'5\ 3 3 @ 5 a
& oo - g =
T e @ @3) \merFaricAve True Bethel 2 3533 Madhu Century - s ;
2UNOCO \} | rue Bethe %Ljﬁ Auto & BOd\,’ $|WOD E:Ferrv St A S o
2 [ EFerry St Baptist Church GENESEE Y Lo o,m z \/ & SE2 Silent Disco (@ &,
S = Woodl = m z @ @ Z 2 MOSELLE Jami Masjid Buffal¥Wi{) 3 = Tt e o Vic
& S = Woodlawn Ave o 3 g 2 8 2 g = Heminway St R
a8 % o H =1 & n % o
g o » e 2 o o NaDAanald =+ Villa Maria Colleae (&<
B oo ; Winslow Ave Winslow Ave 7 = z 2 = E ;" E McDonald' (-! § 9 Villa Maria College q.:: ;:f. \
5 = ™ L LiE S | % F Block St £ ’
g Glenwood Ave 3 T ® w@ Y 3: &
o = =
Woeppel St I o w0
P ] &
Box Ave Box Ave The May Store 9 E '3 -Z,, & 2 Wildy Ave
Al-AgsajSupermarket 9 % s F o ]
& Restaurant Buffalo French St Franchist “eﬁee ¢ g 4 E
Landon St 3 2 3
5 MLK PARK s S Doat st Doat St Doat St Doat
i Urban St G & B Fish, Shrimp = m © = b e
Riley St . T "'T'l 'r-\'} 5 _k_" o 3 E @B -] e
KINGSLEY n Milkbone @ and unicken o ‘a:’ ; g ‘é ?_: 8
P — o -+ 3 o =] = o
Girard PI g Fougeron St =z 3 é z Hazelpt 1 2 o @ SCHILLER PARK 2 z
3 a 6 9 = o o weet
)‘-'Nl'lh ton St ffal o S % % i i o | g 1 |'u. ladesh Drivin |@ i
f ofamp on Buffa slTlres (New 16 L bl' g ekt 7-Eleven&))

Pink - Areas of interest for study
« Humbolt Expy 33/198 connection
* Scajaquada Street
* Schiller Park
* Northland, American Axle, Genesee

access or educatlon
 Humbolt Expy 33/198 connection
* Northland Corridor
* Schiller Park
« American Axle




CAG Mapping Activity Results — Upper/Headwaters Section
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Green — Areas of current or future ecological restoration, public Pink - Areas of interest for study

access or education

¢ Cheektowaga Town Park
 Galleria Mall
* 33 at Union Rd, Headwaters retention basins

* Cheektowaga town Park
» Galleria Mall

» Airport, Golf Course, GUB &
Transit
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Feasibility Study for Ecological = ., Fof
Restoration along Scajaquada:c%e
the Town of Cheektowaga

i
« Monday December 8™ - Public "E“ Vi
Meeting at Anna Reinstein or 1
Memorial Library with Army Corp

* Cheektowaga Town Park shoreline

I.- -

P

restoration project will be O
highlighted v
« Appendix will include e

recommendation for ecological
restoration of the retention basin
surrounding the Galleria Mall

through wetland establishment

e Public Comment Period:
12/8/2025 —1/8/2026
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Scajaquada Creek 1135 Feasibility Study
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1135
SCAJAQUADA CREEK

PROJECT MODIFICATION & ECOLOGICAL IMPROVEMENTS

As part of the Scajaquada Creek Feasibility Study led by Buffalo
Niagara Waterkeeper and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
Cheektowaga Town Park has been identified as a potential site
for ecological restoration. The project aims to mitigate the
negative environmental impacts of past flood control efforts by
restoring natural stream function, improving water quality, and
enhancing habitat for fish and wildlife.

PROJECT LOCATION

CHEEKTOWAGA TOWN PARK
42.916437,-78.788243
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US Army Corps g1 pH C.WILSON,JR.
of Engineers « oun ran

This project is supported through the USACE Section1135 Authority, with BNW serving as the the non-federal
sponsor and funding from the Ralph C. Wilson, Ji: Foundation, the Margaret L. Wendt Foundation, and NYS
Department of Environmental (onservation.

CONCEPTUAL RENDERING

Wetland plants, such as Blue Flag Iris, may occupy the
shoreline margin providing seasonal interest in mid
spring and erosion control along the water.

hu »
B
o

Grass spedies, such as Canada Blue Joint (shown
above) or Little Bluestem provide excellent erosion
control in the floodplain meadow areas.

Joe Pye Weed is ane of many wet-meadow species
that will take root in the floodplain terrace and lower
slope providing habitat and seasonal interest.

Small tree species, such as Serviceberry, will provide
shade with and beauty near the floodplain while
minimizing the risk of debris jams in the creek.

Limestone seat walls help to define the space and

DRAWING NOTES:

Shoreline marg)
erosion alon

5

[

A BALANCED VISION
FOR SCAJAQUADA CREEK

The Cheektowaga Town Park site showcases the ecosystem benefits of a two-stage,
flood channel restoration effort. This nature-based design incorporates meadows
along the banks to enhance habitat and improve ecological function in a
historically degraded section of Scajaquada Creek. By integrating diverse native
plants and natural features, the project aims to enhance resilience, support wildlife,
and promote long-term ecological health improvements along the creek.

SHORELINE MARGIN: o

in and wetland plant species control
g the shoreline while providing food

and habitat for frogs, water birds, and various fish

species.

FLOODPLAIN BENCH: 0

The existing slope is modified to create a fiat
topped area that holds water after flooding or rain
events. This improves water quality and creates
diverse growing conditions for wet meadow plants.

FLOODPLAIN MEADOW: 0
This area is composed of herbaceous plants that
provide critical habitat for birds and beneficial
pollinators. High spedies diversity means there is

omething blooming all season long.

ACCESS + ENGAGEMENT:  [4)
Trails, signs, and seating options are important
components that integrate the project into the
surrounding park landscape. Limestone seat-walls

1 aiso help define mowing pattems.

WOODY VEGETATION: 5

Smalltrees are planted near the bank to provide
shade and seasonal interest. Larger trees planted
further away to reduce the risk of debris jams in the
creek from limb dropping or wind-throw:

i e

Limestone seat-walls have the added benefit of Signage is an effective foof for communicating project

reate apportunit observing the plants and
wildlife found in shoreline habitats.

trofling aceess and dlearly de

and no-mow areas.

goals and educating the public about shorefine
ecosystems.
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Organization Chart

ORGANIZATIONAL CHART
Bumgﬁem;n
LEGEND WATERKEEPER

Bold: Key Staff
1 Highland Planning

Staff are Anchor QEA unless
otherwise noted

* Licensed outside of New York

PROJECT MANAGEMENT PRINCIPAL-IN-CHARGE

Ryan Davis, PhD Tracy Drury, PE

WATERSHED DATA
COLLECTION

wendy Mahaney, PhD, Matthew Henderson, PE Helke Jacob, AICP! Anna Spooner, PLA, Helke Jacob, AICP?
ENVSP Nathan Holliday, PE S ——— Liz Podowski King'
Katie Haviland, PhD Chris Engle, PE*
Sarah Ballard Allysa DeMott
Nathan Kelsall
REGULATORY STRATEGY
David Rice, PE* Lena DeSanus Sara Constantineau’ Mike Conese, PE Michael Werth

RESTORATION AND
RESILIENCY

Josh Sexton, PE* ' Kevin Russell




Scope of Work

» Background Information / Existing Conditions

» Development of the Scajaquada Creek Ecological
Restoration and Resiliency Plan
o Draft and Final Plans
o Identify 1 or more project in each section of the creek

 Detailed Feasibility and Analysis for Select Sites



Potential Approach

Floodplain
Lowering and
Revegetation

Floodplain
Lowering,




Potential Approach
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Potential Approach

TREES TAKE UP AND
TRANSPIRE WATER FROM
TRENCH PROVIDING SHADE
AND ENHANCING THE

CLEANOUTS ALLOW
DISTRIBUTION PIPE AND
UNDERDRAIN TO BE

EXCESS STORMWATER
IS DIRECTED TO
OVERLFOW INLET AND
EXISTING SEWER



Potential Approach

Option 1 - Option 2 -
Notching Full Removal

==>3€ Kregal-Pathyay




Community Engagement

e Two rounds:

o Issues, Opportunities, and Community e S mmmmmm——"
Goals: January/February 2026 Bt
= Three public workshops, one in each section W
of the watershed o | . Publc Workshops Round
o Recommendations of Draft e 1
Plan/Preliminary Conceptual Designs for i
Priority Sites: June/July 2026 i ¥
= Three public workshops, one in each section 2
Of the Watershed Avgust 1~ @B Con-1munity Advisory Group Meeting
= Pop-ups S




Pop-ups

* Held at high-traffic locations or
existing community gatherings

 CAG members and partner
organizations will be trained to lead
these events

» Highland Planning/Anchor QEA will
provide materials




Communications Plan

» Social media (including targeted ads)
* Pressreleases

« CAG/partner organization networks
 Libraries/community centers

* E-newsletter

* Project website

 Block clubs

« E-mail blasts

All materials will be translated into Spanish, Arabic, and other
commonly spoken languages in the watershed.



Break Out Discussion

1) Do you have any questions or concerns about the
proposed engagement approach?

2) In the top 2 areas of interest in your section, what approaches to
restoration would you like to see?

Upper/Headwaters: Cheektowaga Town Park & Area around
Galleria Mall

Middle/Buried: Humbolt Pkwy, Schiller Park

Lower/Daylit: Jesse Kregal Pathway, Delaware Park




Share Back




Scajaquada
Watershed Updates

Please share any events, projects or news
happening in your neighbor hood &
around the watershed!

* Scajaquada Corridor Designation

* Spread the word: Public Meetings -
January & February | -

* Next CAG Meeting: Spring 2026

S{pP, BUFFALO NIAGARA
N7 WATERKEEPER'
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